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Geese leave behind microscopic fecal coliform bacteria  (FeC) that may indicate the 
presence of disease-causing organisms.   Many SE MN waters are  impaired because 
they contain too much FeC.  In Rochester, the source of FeC is pet and wildlife waste.  
The City is under state and federal mandate to reduce these pollutant loads. 

The large and concentrated population of geese at Silver Lake Park is like having a 
feedlot in Rochester.  One goose can produce three pounds of droppings per day.       
Migratory and resident geese add excess phosphorous, nitrogen, and FeC to Silver 
Lake and the Zumbro River.   

To reduce the amount of pollution entering the lake, a shoreline buffer of native    
vegetation will be planted around Silver Lake, beginning in the spring of 2007.  The 
plants will intercept waste-contaminated storm water runoff  to help clean the water. 

The buffer will also discourage goose loafing  at the lake’s edge.  This should help   
reduce direct discharges of pollution into the lake. 

Geese are expected to continue visiting the turf areas of the park. This project is not 
designed to reduce the overall numbers of geese in Rochester, but it may relieve some 
of the pressure on Silver Lake by encouraging dispersal of geese to other areas. 

 
 

In three years,  
The new look of the 
Native plants  
Will be something 
Like this: 
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Aquatic plants and animals living in Silver Lake and the Zumbro River will benefit from 
cleaner water.  The overall health of the Rochester goose flock may also improve. 

For more information call 529For more information call 529--4907 or check the following web site: 4907 or check the following web site:   
                   www.rochestermn.gov/departments/park/Construction/index.asp                   www.rochestermn.gov/departments/park/Construction/index.asp  

The vegetated shoreline buffer will consist of three planting zones: 
 

   Upland zone with prairie and wetland plants, 
 

   Transition zone plants on the slope above the waterline, & 
 

   Emergent zone plants on the slope below the waterline. 
 

   Protective fencing will surround the plantings for 3 yrs! 
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